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The European renewable electricity sector is experiencing rapid 
development as EU member states aim to meet the 2020 GHG 
emission reduction and renewable energy targets. Because of the 
inherent complexity and rapid change in the EU renewable 
electricity sector, investors and industry analysts are faced with a 
growing need for a reliable means to assess the opportunities and 
risks involved in this sector. 

AIM 

To develop a definitive reference report that covers, in detail, the key 
aspects of the EU renewable electricity sector.  
 
Whilst much of the current analysis in this field is fragmental among 
different subjects, a primary objective of this report is to provide a 
comprehensive and structured basis for analysis and comparison of 
renewable electricity sectors in a number of EU member states. 
 

TARGET MARKET 

All parties with an interest in the sector and a need for a means of 
comparing multiple aspects of different EU countries including investors , 
policy makers  and sector specialists . 

 

REPORT LAYOUT 
 

1. OVERVIEW 

• EU Renewable Energy Policy 
• EU Renewable Energy Market 
• EU Renewable Energy 

Investment 
 

2. COUNTRY ANALYSIS 

• Belgium 
• Czech Republic 
• Denmark 
• France 
• Germany 
• Greece 
• Hungary 
• Italy 
• Netherlands 
• Poland 
• Portugal 
• Slovak Republic 
• Spain 
• Sweden 
• United Kingdom 

 

3. FINDINGS 

• Opportunities 
• Risks 

METHODOLOGY 

To achieve this, London Research International has developed a series of 
indices  that cover all the key areas of the renewable electricity sectors of 
15 EU member states. (See the following page for further information.) 
 
This report is unique in its use of multiple measures  to develop five 
indices which accurately and numerically evaluate  the risks and 
opportunities of each member state’s renewable electricity sector. A sixth 
non-numeric index provides an analysis of the emerging and established 
renewable electricity generating technologies that are currently adequately 
supported through government incentives, or have the potential for growth 
in the EU member state concerned. 
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INDICES 

The European Renewable Electricity Sector 2008: A Country Comparison of Risks and Opportunities, uses a series 
of indices to provide a detailed rating  of 15 EU countries in a systematic format. These indices offer a means of 
assessing the key aspects of the renewable electricity sectors in question and offer a more comprehensive basis for 
informed analysis, evaluation and decision making. 
 
OPPORTUNITY INDICES 

1. Government incentive opportunities (Rating /5) 
How attractive to investors and developers are the government’s incentives for renewable electricity development? 

a. Primary support mechanism 
b. Incentive duration 
c. Bespoke support for emerging generating technologies 

 
2. Power market opportunities (Rating /5) 

How much demand is there or will there be for renewable electricity? 
a.   Demand for increased renewable electricity capacity 
b. Energy security and reliance on imported energy sources 
c. Nuclear power industry 

 
3. Renewable electricity technology opportunities 

What types of renewable electricity technologies are already established and which are emerging in the market 
concerned? 

a.   Established Technologies - onshore wind, small hydro, solid biomass combustion, landfill gas, sewage gas. 
b. Emerging Technologies - offshore wind, wave and tidal, solar PV, concentrated solar, advanced conversion 

forms of biomass, etc. 

 

RISK INDICES 

1. Political will risk (Rating /5) 
How committed is the government in question to meeting its pledged targets on renewable energy and electricity 
and how stable is renewable electricity development on the political agenda? 

a. Political drivers (the need for expansion of renewable electricity capacity) 
b. Political change 
c. Public opposition 
d. Nuclear support 

 
2. Grid connection risk (Rating /5) 

How serious is the problem of grid connection for renewable electricity installations? 
a. Non-discriminatory access 
b. Availability and clarity 
c. Costs 
d. Investment in maintenance and improvement 

 
3. Planning permission risk (Rating /5) 

How serious is the problem of securing planning permission for renewable electricity installations? 
a. Clarity 
b. Time 
c. Refusals 
d. Improvement 
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